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Study the Situation 
 

Patty and Carlos were planning to toss a coin 20 times and 

record the number of heads.   
 

Patty said, “We should get 10 heads.” 
 

Carlos disagreed.  He said, “I expect we will get something 

close to that, but all 20 tosses could come up heads.” 
 

Who do you think is right?  
 

Let’s Find Out 
**Toss a coin 20 times and record the outcomes in the table.** 
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Follow-up Questions 
**Use mathematical evidence to answer the following questions in complete sentences.  

Provide details to support your answer.** 
 

1.  Why would Patty think they should get 10 heads? 

 

 

 

2.  Do you think it is possible to get 20 heads in 20 tosses?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

3.  Using your data from the table, how many heads did you get?  What was the percent? 

Is this what you expected?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

4.  What did you learn from this experiment about probability?  

 



Name:_____________________  Date:_______  Period:_____ 
5. Using the whole classes’ data, how many heads did you get? What was the percent? Is 

this what you expected?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What did you learn about experimental probability compared to theoretical probability 

from this experiment?  
















